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A.	 Overview	and	Background	
	
This	document	is	a	Community	Relations	Plan	(CRP)	for	Long	Falls	Paperboard,	161	
Wellington	 Road,	 Brattleboro,	 Vermont	 (Site,	 Brattleboro	 Town	 Parcel	 ID#	
00080026.000,	 Vermont	 Department	 of	 Environmental	 Conservation	 (DEC)	 Site	
#2018-4828).	 The	 property	 consists	 of	 a	 39.52-acre	 parcel	 with	 an	 active	
paperboard	 manufacturing	 facility,	 at	 the	 north	 end	 of	 Wellington	 Road	 in	
Brattleboro,	 Vermont	 (see	 Appendix	 A).	 	 Brattleboro	 Development	 Credit	
Corporation	(BDCC)	owns	the	Site.	 	Long	Falls	Paperboard	began	operating	on	the	
Site	in	late	2018,	and	continues	to	operate	as	of	the	date	of	this	CRP.			
	
Nature	of	Threat	to	Health	and	Environment	
	
Contaminated	soil	and	other	environmental	media	are	present	at	the	Site,	including	
wastewater	holding	basin	sludge,	shallow	and	deep	soils.		The	holding	basin	sludge	
will	be	disposed	of	at	an	off	Site	licensed	facility.	Cleanup	of	the	unused	lagoon	will	
eliminate	 environmental	 exposure	 to	 waste	 paper	 sludge.	 Additionally,	 the	 area	
currently	occupied	by	the	holding	basin	lagoon	will	be	available	to	Long	Falls	Paper	
for	other	purposes,	potentially	making	the	Site	more	usable.		
	
Prior	 releases	 included	 fuel	 oil	 released	 to	 deep	 soils	 from	 underground	 storage	
tanks,	and	releases	to	shallow	soils	from	the	nearby	railway	line.	 	The	shallow	and	
deep	 contaminated	 soils	 do	not	 impact	 sensitive	 receptors,	 and	will	 be	 addressed	
via	institutional	controls.	
	
	
Previous	Reports	
	
Several	 previous	 reports	 are	 on	 file	with	 the	Vermont	DEC	 and	 at	 BDCC’s	 on	 line	
repository:	 https://brattleborodevelopment.com/development-services/long-falls-
paperboard-epa		
	
A	 Phase	 I	 Environmental	 Site	 Assessment	 (ESA),	 a	 Phase	 II	 ESA,	 and	 a	 Corrective	
Action	 Investigation	 were	 completed	 in	 the	 last	 24	 months.	 The	 Phase	 II	 ESA	
included	soil,	groundwater	and	sludge	sampling	and	testing.	The	Corrective	Action	
Investigation	 included	 holding	 basin	 sludge	 and	 soil	 sampling	 and	 testing,	 and	
groundwater	sampling	and	testing.		An	Evaluation	of	Corrective	Action	Alternatives	
(ECAA)	was	 approved	 by	 the	DEC	 on	December	 14,	 2020	and	 a	 Corrective	Action	
Plan	(CAP)	was	approved	by	DEC	on	February	2,	2021.	The	current	estimate	for	the	
cleanup	work	 is	 approximately	 $480,000.	 	 The	work	 is	 planned	 for	 the	 spring	 of	
2021.	
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B.	 Community	Relations	Plan	
	
This	CRP	is	a	requirement	for	utilizing	EPA	Brownfields	Cleanup	Grant	funding	for	
the	cleanup.	 	The	CRP	is	necessary	because	BDCC	has	a	$500,000	EPA	Brownfields	
Cleanup	Grant	that	will	be	used	to	decommission	the	unused	holding	basin	lagoon.	
The	CRP	outlines	the	public	process	to	date	and	forthcoming,	and	how	the	Town	has	
involved,	 and	 will	 continue	 to	 involve,	 local	 residents	 and	 organizations	 in	 the	
decision-making	 process	 regarding	 the	 environmental	 cleanup	 at	 the	 Site.	 The	
successful	environmental	cleanup	and	subsequent	reuse	hinges	on	informed	citizen	
and	local	government	involvement.	
	

C.	 Spokesperson	and	Information	Repository	
	
The	 spokesperson	 for	 this	project	 is	Bobbi	Kilburn,	Director	of	Finance	and	Grant	
Management	for	BDCC.	BDCC	has	been	working	with	LE	Environmental	(LEE)	on	the	
environmental	cleanup.	Contact	information	is	as	follows:	
	
Bobbi	Kilburn		
Brattleboro	Development	Credit	Corporation	
76	Cotton	Mill	Hill	
Brattleboro	VT	05301	
(802)	257-7731		
bkilburn@brattleborodevelopment.com		
	

D.	 Chronology	of	Community	Involvement	
	
In	support	of	BDCC’s	EPA	Brownfields	Cleanup	Grant	application,	a	public	meeting	
to	discuss	the	cleanup	funding	was	held	at	BDCC’s	offices	at	76	Cotton	Mill	Hill	on	
January	 15,	 2019.	 	 A	 Notice	 of	 Application	 was	 published	 in	 the	 Brattleboro	
Reformer	on	January	7,	2019.	 	No	comments	were	received	during	the	application	
process.	
	
The	 CAP	 was	 subject	 to	 a	 regulatory	 30	 day	 public	 notice	 via	 the	 DEC’s	
Environmental	Notice	Bulletin	Web	Site	https://enb.vermont.gov.		The	public	notice	
period	 began	 on	 December	 30,	 2020	 and	 ran	 through	 January	 30,	 2021.		
Additionally,	BDCC	notified	all	of	the	abutting	 landowners	of	the	availability	of	the	
CAP	 and	 the	 ability	 to	 review	 and	 comment	 on	 January	 4,	 2021.	 	 No	 public	
comments	were	received	during	the	public	comment	period.		During	a	project	status	
call	on	February	2,	2021,	LFP	representatives	provided	comments	and	design	input	
to	the	cleanup	plan	including	the	final	site	configuration.			These	suggested	changes	
were	not	 implemented	because	 the	CAP	had	already	been	approved;	however,	 the	
suggested	changes	could	be	implemented	in	the	future.		
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E.	 Key	Community	Concerns	
	
No	 community	 concerns	 have	 been	 expressed	 in	 connection	 with	 the	 approved	
cleanup	plan.		One	comment	was	received	from	LFP	staff	indicating	a	preference	for	
final	design	configuration	after	the	cleanup	is	completed.		
	

F.	 Continued	Community	Involvement	
	
BDCC	will	provide	additional	public	notice	in	advance	of	the	cleanup	including	web	
site	 postings	 of	 relevant	 documentation	 and	 status	 updates,	 as	 they	 become	
available.		
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